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St. Joseph’s Parish Springvale, including St. Mark’s Dingley Village 
 

“Safeguarding is every day, in every way, everyone’s responsibility” 
Safeguarding Committee Email:   Springvalesafe@cam.org.au 

St. Joseph’s Parish Website: ST JOSEPH SPRINGVALE | Catholic church 
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne:   

Safeguarding | The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne (melbournecatholic.org) 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Joseph Truong Nguyen OFM Conv. 
Assistant Priests: Fr John Vayalikarottu OFM Conv. 
Fr Paschal M. Corby OFM Conv.  
Fr David M. Huebner OFM Conv.  
Fr Aidrain-John M. Robson OFM Conv. 
Bro. Louis M. Schmid OFM Conv.  
   (Guardian Dingley Friary)  
 

 

St Joseph’s Parish 
Cnr. Buckingham Ave & St. James Ave Springvale 3171 
Email: Springvale@cam.org.au  
St. Mark’s Catholic Church 
511 Lower Dandenong Rd Dingley Village 3172 
Email: Dingley@cam.org.au 
Parish Telephone: 9547 4777 
 

 Safeguarding Monthly Newsletter – September2021 #3 
  
A message from our Parish Priest:  Fr Joseph Truong Nguyen, O.F.M. Conv. 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

The Safeguarding Committee, has been constant in their work during lockdown, with only a 
few months to go before the end of this year. We had planned for the roll out ‘Face-to-

Face’ education with our Volunteer Leaders. Unfortunately, due to the unpredictability of Covid 
restrictions and lockdown this is not possible, and we had to postpone and replan.  New invitations will 
be sent with new dates and advise how we will proceed.  While the training is mandatory, I encourage 
you all to take part as you are able.   
 

We are encouraged by our young members Duyen and Brett in both St Joseph’s and St Mark’s for their 
outreach before Child Protection Week in encouraging families to participate in the Child Protection 
week and providing some wonderful artistic work of the community we live in. Please make sure you 
view this on our webpage. Well-done to all the children and parents! Great work!  
 

May God bless us and grant us his peace always.  Take care and stay safe. 
 

 
Child Protection Week: 5-11th September  
 
The National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
(NAPCAN) was established in 1987 to make the discussion of child abuse 
and neglect less of a taboo topic. The aim of NAPCAN is to provide support 
and encourage changes, in individuals and community, to prevent child 
abuse and neglect before it starts. In order to raise awareness of this 

excellent organisation and how it works toward the protection of children in our community, we 
celebrate ‘National Child Protection Week’ in September. 
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The important work of NAPCAN links directly with what the Safeguarding Team has been working on. As 
a team, we have been working through training to understand the different types of abuse, ways to 
report abuse and how to write risk assessments for different areas at both St Joseph’s and St Mark’s 
Parishes.  
 

This year, we are fortunate enough to get several children in our community to participate in a modified 
National Child Protection Week art activity. These pieces of artwork will be displayed on our Parish 
website and through a slideshow presentation at some of our livestream masses. You can view through 
this link  News 2 | ST JOSEPH SPRINGVALE                   ≈     Duyen Milford and Brett Manuel    ≈ 
 
An update from the Parish Safeguarding Leaders   
 

Welcome, please find an update of the work accomplished.  
 Over the last 18 months, the Safeguarding team has been consolidating all Ministries across both churches 

to bring consistency and to fall in line with the Archdiocese Safeguarding framework.  With the 
consolidation completed, Role Descriptions were prioritized where children have been the focus.  15 Role 
Descriptions out of around 40 have now been completed and approved by Fr. Joseph.  This is the reason 
the team members have been engaging in conversation with some ministry leaders when developing a 
role description to find out about the requirements of the role, skills and qualities and have incorporated 
this information into the role descriptions.  Hence any Role Description requirement is to be referred for 
input from the Safeguarding Team.  Refer to members of the Safeguarding team if you have any questions.  
We thank all of those we have contacted so far for their assistance. You could be next, please assist us in 
our work for the good of our children and communities. 

 To recruit new volunteers a Selection Process is being planned for roll-out soon. 
 The Safeguarding team has the list of all the consolidated Ministry/Groups, and these will be published 

shortly with names of Leaders (if we have them).  Fr. Joseph has put on hold any new groups, new roles, 
and any new volunteers.   

 12 September Child Protection Sunday video.  
 Updated Leaders Training 
 Refresher Formation for Readers and Safeguarding training completed 

 

SAFEGUARDING  PLAN  @  15 September 2021 Not Started Started Completed

Goals JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Communication commenced via Masses, Newsletters, Websites Ongoing
Ministries consolidated across the Parish
High Level Plan discussed
Training links and reading material provided - CAM website 
Website revamped
Volunteers' Data Base ongoing 
Introduction to Safeguarding for all Parishioners
Compliance monitoring
Role Descriptions for prioritised Ministries completed
Self-Assessment Tool - Update
Training for Safeguarding Committee
Role Descriptions for prioritised Ministries approved by Fr. Joseph
Role Descriptions for the rest of the RDs
Preparation of all training material
Roll-out of Training to all Ministry Leaders
Roll-out of Training to all Ministries
Selection, Recruitment, Screening, Onboarding Policies/Processes  )
  for Employees and Volunteers                                                                   )
Recruitment of 2 additional Volunteers for Safeguarding
  from St. Joseph's or St. Mark's

2021
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Education: Reading Ministry and Safeguarding Training Module 

In August, we provided an understanding of Role Descriptions and why they are necessary.  This month 
we are discussing the Refresher and Safeguarding Training that was provided to the Readers at St. Mark’s 
and how Mariangela, worked with Fr. Joseph and Br. Louis to change face-to-face training and trialed 
virtual training.  She continues her story. 

 
News of how we embed the Safety Standards within the Parish 

 
Your word is a lamp 

to my feet and 
a light for my path’ 

Psalm 119:105 
 

TRIAL FIRST VOLUNTEERS TO RECEIVE FORMATION WITH SAFEGUARDING TRAINING COMPONENT AS AN 
ONLINE MODULE,  
Proclaimer/Readers Formation St Mark’s Church 

‘Those who exercise the ministry of reader…be truly qualified and carefully prepared so that the faithful may 
develop a warm and living love for scripture from listening to the sacred texts read ‘ 

Lectionary for Mass: Introduction 55. 
 
Over the last 2 years St Mark’s Leadership Team had been planning with the Safeguarding Team the volunteer 
training, its roll out and how it would take place.  Including a refresher course, for existing Readers and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, which had been on the plan.  Formation of any volunteers in Ministry is 
very important. Due to Covid-19 restrictions and lockdowns, it became clear that it would not be possible to do 
face-to-face training as initially planned.  The discussions continued with Fr Joseph and Bro. Louis; a lockdown 
strategy plan for the program was put in place; the 14 readers were offered formation via virtual format, and this 
began on the 14 of August, 10 Readers were able to accept the invitation at this time. The program was completed 
on 4th September. Thank you all those who were able to participate at this time and we will catch up in 2022 with 
those who were unable to attend including new volunteers.  Well done all! 
 

The Purpose of our Formation was to gather the leaders in ministry and do a refresher with practical discussions 
due to Covid plans.  The following sessions were part of the formation:  

 The importance of the Word of God (Scriptures) in the Liturgical celebration 
 The place of the Word of God in the Church’s life 
 Safeguarding Education 

The Design was a 3 sessions refresher: 
 A practical 15 min video The Reader of God’s Word:10 tips to improve your proclamation, as well as over 

the following weeks several other videos for improvement as well as guidelines for readers were sent. 
 Understanding Liturgy and why we need to prepare for the Sunday Mass and Special Feast days, which 

included the structure of the Mass, gestures, roles and the use of resources 
 Practical and Safeguarding- this included the Readers Role Description and Process.  

The Safeguarding Education Component:  the readers were asked to  
 Review their Position Description. 
 Read the information sent out to them on Volunteers’ Commitment and Compliance towards Safeguarding 

reminding them of ‘Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility…we consider the safety and wellbeing of all 
persons to be our highest priority. 

I'm very proud to say that all our St Mark’s Readers signed off on their Code of Conduct and we have an 90% 
Working with Children Checks compliance. Well, done everyone!  
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As you can appreciate, the content needed to be changed in order to work for distribution on email.  Each 
Saturday the readers received emails with prayer/reflection, education, resources, notes and information to help 
them on this journey and they were invited to answer questions.  
As part of the ongoing plan by Safeguarding Team, Safeguarding Information and Education continues for the roll 
out with the Leaders next month, to cascade to the rest of the volunteers. I encourage you all, when you are 
invited, please take the opportunity to attend.  
To all the readers across the Parish, as we continue to pray for each other and the whole community until we 
regather in our Churches, please find the Prayer of Blessing [www.cam.org.au/evangelasation] 

Everlasting God, when he read in the synagogue at Nazareth, Your Son proclaimed the good 
news of salvation for which he would give up his life, Bless all readers. As they proclaim your 
word of life, strengthen their faith that they may read with conviction and boldness, and put 
into practice what they read.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Pope Francis also reminds us that true hope is not built on human words or assurances, but on God’s Word and His 
promise of salvation and eternal life. 
God Bless, keep safe and well 

≈  Mariangela Prib – Parish Safeguarding Committee & St Mark's Leadership Team, Liturgy Preparation Team. 
 

Safeguarding prayer 
 

We pray for people who have experienced abuse and those who journey with them and pray the Lord 
of all tenderness and compassion will restore them and give them peace. 
 

With humility of heart, we ask you Jesus to bless our work to create safe and supportive 
environments, for all people, particularly children and young people. 
 

Give us understanding and perseverance to know Your Will, along with the strength and courage to 
make Your Will our own.  Guide us by Your Wisdom as we seek to discern the vision You have for our 
Community and how You are calling us to serve.  Unite us in the love of Jesus Christ and keep us 
faithful to all that is true. 
 

As we gather in your name, help us to treat one another with love and respect that our discussions 
and reflections may help us earn the reward promised to good and faithful servants. 
We ask this of You who lives and reigns with the Father and the Son, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 Reporting abuse – contact details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country 
throughout      the Archdiocese and recognise their continuing 
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect 
to them and their cultures and to Elders past and present. 

If you have experienced abuse, we encourage you to come forward and report the matter to a 
person in leadership who will assist and support you to make a report. 
Professional Standards Unit: (03) 9926 5630 

www.cam.org.au/Professional-Standards/Reporting-Abuse 
  

Parish Priest:  Fr. Joseph Truong Nguyen, OFM Conv.  

Safeguarding Parish Leader:  Lorraine Jennings     

Springvalesafe@cam.org.au   

Remember! Always call 000 if a child or adult is in immediate danger. 


